FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
substantial majority for the policy which the Mensheviks and
Social Revolutionary leaders had pursued up till November 6,
1917, but which had been overwhelmingly rejected by the Soviet
Congress on November 7-8, 1917.
Which institution better represented the mind of the country?
There could only be one answer: the Soviets, because of their
greater flexibility, and because of the method and the circumstances
under which the delegates had been elected. In the meantime, as
the significance of the November Revolution spread throughout
the country, it was hailed by the army and peasantry, not in mere
words, but in deeds. To quote Lenin: "The Revolution spread to
the entire army and the peasantry, and manifested itself, first of
all, in the dismissal of the leading bodies (army committees,
gubernia, and peasant committees, the Central Executive Committee
of the All-Russian Soviet of Peasants* Deputies, etc.), which
expressed the superseded compromising stage of the Revolution,
its bourgeois and not proletarian stage, and which were inevitably
bound to disappear as a result of the pressure of the lower and
broader masses of the people, and the election of new ones."1
The Constituent Assembly met on January 18, 1918. The
Bolshevik members submitted a resolution to accept the Soviet
Government and its policy respecting peace, land, and workers'
control. The Assembly refused even to discuss this proposal, and
went on talking into the early hours of the morning of January 19,
1918,  when a sailor turned out the lights after he had told the
members that they had talked enough, that the guards were tired,
and that it was time to go to bed. Next day, January ?oth, the
Soviet Government decreed the dissolution of the Constituent
Assembly.
Was this decision resented by the country? That well-known
Press correspondent, Mr. Arthur Ransome, writing from Moscow
shortly afterwards, averred: "The question was put at a moment
of extreme difficulty, when acceptance of the Constituent Assembly
would have relieved the Bolsheviks (at the New Year) of tremen-
1 Selected Works, No. 6.
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